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With flags waving at half-staff in rec-
ognition of those killed at the Navy Yard 
in Washington, D.C., students and faculty 
convened to discuss the Second Amendment 
and how it applies to a modern world.
Though the discussion topic for a panel 
assembled in honor of Constitution Day on 
Sept. 17 had been chosen well before the D.C. 
shooting, according to organizers, its signif-
icance wasn’t ignored. 
“These mass shootings that drive the 
politics, mask the daily deaths due to gun 
violence,” said Garrick Percival, political sci-
ence professor.
He said that in the 1990s, the nation was 
focused on gun control, but the discussion 
has shifted toward a debate about gun rights 
in recent years, particularly this past spring. 
“Right after the Newtown tragedy, public 
opinion (polls) favoring gun control jumped 
to about 60 percent,” Percival said. “Despite 
public opinion polls desiring gun control, 
the Senate has done what it’s supposed to — 
protect rural areas.”
He said that gun ownership rates are 
much higher in small towns compared to cit-
ies of more than 250,000 people and those 
areas struggle with less representation of 
their needs. 
Tony La Rosa, a senior political science 
major, said that he feels the Second Amend-
ment is taken too literally.
“We need better regulation on guns be-
cause there is too wide a supply of guns avail-
able to people,” La Rosa said.
Judge Phillip Lyman, who participated as 
a guest lecturer at this year’s Constitution 
Day, gave his opinion of the historical con-
text to the Second Amendment, saying it is 
best described as “the last provision added to 
protect the South, North division.”
“Control of state militias in the South was 
viewed as essential,” Lyman said. “Southern 
states viewed this control as a matter of life 
and death.”
He said that how it is interpreted now is 
determined by whether or not the Constitu-
tion should be considered an “evolving doc-
ument,” a debate all on its own. 
Sophea Nath, junior child development 
major, said that it’s noteworthy to realize 
that weapons are different now than they 
were when the Second Amendment was 
drafted.
“They had to load the guns with pow-
der and everything, now it’s like bam, bam, 
bam,” she said. “They need to look at who 
they are selling to.”
Joe Smith, an employee at the Gun Ex-
change in San Jose, said that last year’s mass 
shooting at a Newtown, Conn., elementary 
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Every Thursday, a new campus pride ini-
tiative calls on students to wear their school 
colors and crowd the campus with SJSU 
gear.
At least that is what Emily Bauer, associ-
ate director of Student Involvement, said she 
hopes to see.
Late this summer, shortly before the start 
of the semester, Spartan Pride Thursday was 
approved and instituted for the 2013-14 
school year, Bauer said.
She said that Spartan Pride Thursday was 
an idea that she, several student involvement 
groups and an alumni group came up with as a 
fun way to promote school spirit.
“We love SJSU,” Bauer said. “We want every-
one to feel that.”
The concept is for students and faculty to 
come to campus wearing their Spartan gear or 
colors, Bauer said. Student athletes and groups 
would wear their club or team identifying 
gear.
She said that the first Spartan Pride Thurs-
day fell on the home opener for the football 
team on Aug. 29, so many were dressed in their 
school clothes and colors.
According to the Fall 2012 transportation 
survey conducted by the Associated Students 
Transportation Solutions, 32 percent of the 
student respondents reported that they drive 
to campus.
The survey results show a combined 34 per-
cent take the bus or light rail, 13.3 percent walk 
and more than half of the respondents didn’t 
live on campus.
“A lot of the other events are usually more 
catered to people who live on campus,” said 
Diane Licardo, a junior industrial and sys-
tems engineering major. “Even people who 
live even just a block from campus don’t re-
ally get to participate (in most events) be-
cause they don’t pay the fees for room and 
board.”
For some students, Spartan Pride Thursday 
is an easy way for students to show their Spar-
tan pride.
“I think it builds up the Spartan culture,” 
said Rocely Mati, a junior mechanical engi-
neering major. “It just gives someone (the 
opportunity) to be part of the group without 
forcing people to actually go to the events or do 
anything drastic.”
Licardo said she was glad there was an event 
that commuters could participate in.
“It helps us feel more community-like,” said 
Licardo.
Though the concept was appealing, Licardo 
said that she had never heard of Spartan Pride 
Thursday.
Bauer said that she hoped to get more of 
the word out through faculty participation, 
since the approval came so close to the start of 
classes.
Other than word of mouth, Bauer said that 
there was a sign used to publicize Spartan Pride 
Thursdays.
“I think I saw a flag for it,” said Aaron Ya-
mata, a graduate student in his second year of 
studying Spanish. “Where you wear blue and 
gold on Thursdays.”
Yamata said that he thought it was cool the 
school was doing something to bolster school 
spirit.
“I’m a high school counselor, so I’m all 
about school spirit,” Yamata said.
Though Licardo said she was unfamiliar 
with Spartan Pride Thursdays, she said she 
would try to participate whenever she remem-
bered.
“I have a couple of San Jose State shirts, but 
it’s just a matter of remembering to wear it on 
Thursday,” Yamata said.
Allison Williams is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
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Spartans and San Jose locals weed through the carrot beds at Veggielution Community Farm on Saturday, Sept. 21.
COMMUNITY
Volunteers get dirty for a good cause
By Jeff Gonzalez
@JeffVGonzalez
Customers still enjoy Caltrain 
services despite delays of up to an 
hour caused by mechanical prob-
lems and pedestrian trespassing.
Last week, trains were delayed 
because of mechanical problems 
and human factors, such as pe-
destrians trespassing on the rails, 
according to Christine Dunn, 
public information officer for 
Caltrain and transit police.
The mechanical problems 
that affected a lot of the trains’ 
schedules, delaying them for up 
to an hour, are a result of an aging 
fleet, she said.
Dunn said that trains are like 
aging cars, the older they get the 
more and more maintenance 
they need.
The locomotives and passen-
ger cars are 25 to 30 years old, 
and are “coming to the end of 
their age of usefulness,” Dunn 
said.
Caltrain will be replacing its 
whole collection of locomotives 
and passenger cars with all elec-
tric trains by 2019, according to 
Dunn.
“We are not in a position to fix 
the entire fleet of trains,” Dunn 
said.
Construction for the project 
begins in 2015, according to the 
projected plans on the Caltrain 
website.
“It is a huge, billion-dollar 
project,” she said.
Animation/illustration pro-
fessor Inga Poslitur said that 
while she did experience some 
delays while she was commuting 
from San Francisco to San Jose 
via Caltrain, her overall experi-
ence wasn’t as bad as it could have 
been.
She said the trains she rides 
for her morning commute were 
regularly on time, but her eve-
ning trains were more affected 
by delays, but only because she 
took local trains that made more 
stops.
“Overall, I can’t complain. My 
experiences in New Jersey and 
New York, now those were bad 
delays,” Poslitur said. “You lower 
your expectations of public tran-
sit fast in New York.”
Caltrain conducts an annual 
customer satisfaction survey that 
asks clients to rate Caltrain servic-
es in terms of on-time departures, 
train cleanliness, train conductor 
professionalism, promptness, ac-
cess to information and overall 
train experience, according to 
Dunn.
The most recent survey 
posted on the Caltrain web-
BAY AREA
Caltrain delays slow down Peninsula commuters
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San Jose State students pulled weeds in 
the rain while volunteering at Veggielution 
Community Farm on Saturday.
Veggielution is an educational commu-
nity farm that strives to create a sustainable 
food system in San Jose and preserve local 
farmland with the community, said Mark 
Medeiros, one of the three founders of the 
farm and an SJSU alumnus.
Medeiros said that they distribute about 
half of their harvest for free or low cost 
through their farm stand, donations to soup 
kitchens, subsidized box subscriptions for 
low income families that is food stamp ac-
ceptable and gifted to volunteers.
Veggielution provides for the communi-
ty, but it also gets the community involved.
Tuesday through Saturday the farm wel-
comes volunteers to help with the harvest 
and farm work.
Members of the Delta Sigma Pi fraternity 
at SJSU were among the group of volunteers 
helping weed through the carrot beds.
Diana Dinh, a business administration 
major, said, “We like to give back to the com-
munity as often as we can.”
Dinh said she and the other members 
of the fraternity enjoyed being able to give 
back outdoors. 
“We’re outside and being active, which is 
very important,” Andrew Chua, a business 
major, said. “You can’t always be sitting be-
hind a book.”
About 30 volunteers took advantage of 
SEE FARMING ON PAGE 3
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By Allison Williams
@all3ybobally
As the clouds rolled in 
on Saturday, the last day of 
summer, people gathered 
at Backesto Park in down-
town San Jose to enjoy a day 
of art and shopping. Unlike 
many common art festivals, 
Luna Park Chalk Art Festival 
offered a unique medium for 
artists – chalk.
At the sixth annual festi-
val, artists turned a square of 
concrete path into a work of 
art using a box of chalk. Art-
ists ranged from small chil-
dren to adults and solo artists 
to large groups.
The pathways of the park 
were divided into dozens of 
smaller patches, separated 
by a colored ribbon stretched 
between wooden stakes.
The art ranged from re-
alistic to cartoon-like. Some 
artists drew images of living 
objects, such as flowers, ani-
mals and people, while others 
drew designs and inanimate 
objects.
One artist took the oppor-
tunity to pay homage to the 
United State military with a 
drawing of the American flag 
and soldiers. Another advo-
cated for a vegan lifestyle. One 
artist drew Marvel superhero 
Iron Man. Another filled her 
square with a swirly design of 
bright colors in contrast.
Monika Rose was both an 
artist and a vendor. She said 
she had participated in the 
festival before to help other 
artists with their pieces. For 
the past three years, Rose has 
created an art piece herself. 
This year, she crafted a melt-
ing popsicle under the heat of 
a flame.
“I love doing festivals,” 
Rose said, “I love the interac-
tion with people. I don’t know 
if I could do retail all the time, 
but once in awhile it’s fun.”
As a graphic designer, 
Rose said that chalk is a very 
different medium for her.
“It’s not as precise,” Rose 
said. “You can do as much 
planning as you want, but that 
doesn’t mean that the ground 
is going to cooperate or the 
wind ... or the elements.”
No two artists or pieces 
of art were the same. Some 
of the artists worked with 
their headphones plugged 
into their ears. Other artists 
sketched out their design be-
fore coloring. Some worked 
off of a printed design they 
carried with them or off a pic-
ture on their phone.
Some even covered two 
squares. At least four people 
turned their stretch of con-
crete into a pond with koi fish 
swimming about.
One art piece allowed 
visitors to take a picture 
with aliens. Cleverly craft-
ed art allowed a visitor to 
keep in a certain place while 
another stood on a step stool 
to take their picture. As a 
result, you could look like 
you were sitting amongst 
three aliens with one poking 
your head.
The Luna Park Chalk Art 
Festival offered something 
for everyone, even aside from 
the art. For those who were 
looking for a snack, food 
trucks were lined up and of-
fered everything from a cup 
of coffee to barbecue.
Vendors set up in the grass 
along the pathways, selling 
jewelry, clothing and their 
own art.
There was also a stage 
set up close enough to the 
vendor stands to enjoy the 
musicians playing, but far 
enough away to stop the 
music from being overbear-
ing. It housed several bands 
throughout the day whose 
music ranged from Spanish to 
indie to funk rock.
The festival was a family-
friendly event. There was a 
show called the Flat Broke 
Puppet Company doing a one-
man rendition of “The Three 
Billy Goats Gruff” that had 
kids dancing and laughing.
Despite the gloomy weath-
er, the Luna Park Chalk Art 
Festival delivered bright art-
work and something for all 
ages to enjoy.
Allison Williams is a Spar-
tan Daily staff writer. 
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By Kellie Miller
@kells21_
The Event Center at SJSU 
was packed Saturday night 
for a concert featuring Elec-
tronic Dance Music (EDM) 
DJs Andreilien, KOAN Sound 
and Bassnectar.
Hundreds of people ar-
rived at the Event Center 
dressed in neon-colored tank 
tops, mini shorts, bedazzled 
bikini tops and knee-high 
furry leg warmers.
The first thing I saw as I 
entered the building was a 
girl in a bikini and fishnets 
being escorted out by securi-
ty for being too intoxicated. 
I knew then that it would be 
an interesting night.
Once inside, I noticed that 
the dance floor was about 
one-third full, but the stream 
of people coming down the 
stairs was constant.
The audience fist pumped and swayed 
back and forth, lit up by purple and red 
lights as Andreilien (who has otherwise 
been know as Heyoka) took the stage first.
According to Andreilien’s website, his 
music has been described as “a journey 
through fractal soundscapes and alternate 
realms while riding the waves of fat glitch 
beats and earth rumbling sub bass.”
The sight of people with painted faces 
and animal costumes dancing to the music 
coupled with the colorful lights certainly 
gave the illusion of an alternate reality.
“Have you ever finished rainbow road 
without falling off while eating homemade 
chocolate chip cookies?” attendee Eric 
Sawhill rhetorically asked of Bassnectar’s 
performance. “Yeah, it was a little some-
thing like that.”
After an hour or so, KOAN Sound took 
the stage.
By this point the dance floor had grown 
to be about two-thirds full and the purple 
and red lighting had changed to shades of blue.
I’m not sure if it was because there was 
now a larger crowd or because KOAN Sound 
was better liked, but everyone on the dance 
floor really turned up at this point.
Something I found interesting was that 
KOAN Sound used breaks of what seemed 
like silence — at least compared to the thun-
dering volume of the rest of the perfor-
mance — during which the audience would 
stop dancing and stand awkwardly not quite 
knowing what to do with themselves.
KOAN Sound still managed to be a crowd 
pleaser, but Bay Area native Bassnectar 
stole the show by far.
His first song started out with EDM 
sounds, but was also mixed with Guns N’ 
Roses and had the most intense bass I have 
ever heard in my life.
My head shook, my throat tickled and 
my vision even blurred as I looked around 
to see a light show of constantly changing 
colors coming from the ceiling, a screen 
of heliographic shapes transforming into 
new ones and a guy dressed in 
a full dinosaur costume give 
a girl her own personal light 
show with his LED gloves.
Something that stood out 
to me about Bassnectar was 
that he continued to incorpo-
rate lyrics in his music, which 
was not the case with the 
other two DJs.
Dr. Dre’s “The Next Epi-
sode,” Daft Punk’s “Tech-
nologic” and Bruno Mars’s 
“Locked out of Heaven” all 
got the crowd singing along.
At this point the dance 
floor was completely full and 
even the seated areas up above 
were full of people dancing.
By the time Bassnectar 
was half-way through his per-
formance, crowds of people 
were leaving the building to 
catch a break.
The bass was intense, the 
whole arena smelled of ciga-
rettes and everyone was sweating.
“I can’t wait for my hearing to go back to 
normal,” said Daphnie Oxte who decided to 
leave the show early because the bass was too 
hard to handle without earplugs.
Although I too experienced ringing ears 
for hours after the performance and a head-
ache from the smoke, the event was a com-
plete hit with a packed audience and con-
stant dancing and cheering.
The DJs expressed creativity with 
their mixes and helped create a must-see 
atmosphere that seemed like a different 
world.
Kellie Miller is a Spartan Daily staff writer. 
Bassnectar delivers electrifying Event Center performance
Luna Park Chalk Art Festival 
brightens gloomy San Jose day
Zach Toberman | Spartan Daily
An enthusiastic crowd dances as Bassnectar fills the Event Center with loud music and a show of bright lights.
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site was conducted in Dec. 2012 and states 
that, “on the whole, Caltrain customer sat-
isfaction has stayed about the same as in 
2011.”
The survey stated that 77 percent of clients 
were somewhat or very satisfied with the over-
all service, while 3 percent of them were very 
dissatisfied.
Animation/illustration major Jessica 
Sandoval said that she hasn’t experienced 
any significant delays this semester and 
is surprisingly satisfied with her Caltrain 
experience.
“They usually suck,” Sandoval said. “But 
this semester, they’ve been on it.”
Along with making audio announcements 
at train stations and working with television 
and radio traffic services, Caltrain frequently 
updates its Twitter account to keep commut-
ers updated on train delays, according to 
Dunn.
The official Twitter handle of Caltrain is 
@caltrain_news, she said.
Delays on Caltrain are also caused by un-
foreseeable human factors, according to 
Dunn.
A 70-year-old woman was struck and killed 
by a train in Palo Alto on Aug. 29, causing ma-
jor delays for commuters that morning, ac-
cording to Dunn.
As is standard procedure, train services 
were stopped completely for an hour and a half 
to deal with the incident, Dunn said.
All trains were backed up anywhere be-
tween five to 50 minutes after emergency 
teams and the coroner finished with the scene 
of the death, Dunn said.
“I think it’s the nature of this type of tran-
sit, you can’t control everything,” Poslitur said.
To help prevent train track injuries and 
deaths, Caltrain will be hosting a film festival 
on Thursday that highlights rail safety for any-
one who lives or works near active railroads, 
said Sagesse Graham, director of programs 
and instruction of Fresh Takes media arts 
center.
The film festival will consist of 10 pub-
lic service announcements produced by teen 
filmmakers from Reel Eyes, a production unit 
that is part of Fresh Takes’ youth center, Gra-
ham said.
Caltrain commissioned the production 
of the videos after receiving a grant from 
Operation Lifesaver and the Federal Tran-
sit Administration to be spent on rail safety 
education in correspondence with Rail Safety 
Month, which is September, according to 
Graham.
Jeff Gonzalez is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
the farm’s opportunity to give back to their 
community while working outside.
Shelby Ortiz, an American studies ma-
jor found that “it’s really relaxing pulling 
weeds.”
Even as it began to rain, most of the volun-
teers chose to work through it and some even 
enjoyed getting a little extra dirty.
Camellia Clutton, a first-time volunteer 
on the farm, said that she liked getting her 
hands in the mud and working in the rain, 
“it makes you feel good when you go inside 
afterward.”
Also volunteering on Saturday were mem-
bers of the nutrition club at SJSU.
The club’s president, Danielle Wil-
ley, said that it’s their goal to do one nu-
trition-related outing a month and she 
thinks that the sustainable farming at Veg-
etation is helpful to the community and the 
club.
“Some people even brought their kids,” Wi-
ley said. “It’s a good educational weekend.”
According to their website, Veggielution 
feels that education is very important when it 
comes to food.
They offer a youth program for high school 
students, visit elementary schools, and teach a 
six-week cooking and nutrition course in Eng-
lish and Spanish.
Aside from the programs the farm of-
fers, the hands-on experience of working 
on the farm is an educational opportunity 
as well.
Beginning volunteers mostly help with 
weeding, mulching and harvesting, but Me-
deiros said, “once you volunteer for awhile dif-
ferent jobs can open up based on your skills.”
June Magnaldi, a consistent volunteer over 
the last two years, said that people can come to 
the farm not having any experience and they’ll 
always learn something.
Volunteers also walk away with some of the 
fresh produce from the farm and a full stom-
ach after a potluck lunch. 
In the spirit of community, Veggielution 
asks volunteers to bring a food item to share 
and their staff also cooks up dishes using prod-
ucts from the farm.
“It’s a chance for people to break bread to-
gether and sit down after working,” said Me-
deiros, who believes that the potluck has been 
really powerful in bringing people together 
and establishing relationships.
Tanya Mutz is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
he is an advocate of educat-
ing the average citizen as to 
what their firearms rights 
are.
“There has been a lot 
more activity,” Smith said. 
“There’s a flood of folks who 
are worried about laws.”
He said gun sales are 
“through the roof,” particu-
larly because of gun legis-
lation that has been “sit-
ting on Governor Brown’s 
desk.”
According to Smith, 
there are about 14 laws 
waiting for the governor’s 
signature, including a prohi-
bition of detachable maga-
zines in rifles and an expan-
sion on crimes that would 
bar a person from owning a 
firearm.
“People are no longer in 
control, the government 
is,” he said. “People have 
given up essential rights and 
privileges and people don’t 
care.”
Gov. Brown told the San 
Francisco Chronicle in an ar-
ticle that events such as the 
Sept. 16 Navy Yard shooting 
wouldn’t affect his decision 
as to whether he will sign 
off on the bills waiting for 
him.
“When we pass laws, it’s 
not a decision of the mo-
ment, it’s a decision for the 
decades,” Brown told the 
San Francisco Chronicle the 
day of the shooting. “And we 
want to look very carefully 
at what it is we’re setting in 
motion.”
Smith said that by having 
some of the strictest gun leg-
islation in the country, “Cal-
ifornia is going the wrong 
way about trying to do the 
right thing.”
“It’s only in these last 
20 years, with these crazy 
people, it got messed up for 
everybody,” he said. “(Cali-
fornia lawmakers) are try-
ing to protect civilians, but 
they’re doing it the wrong 
way.” 
Smith said his store fol-
lows every precaution when 
someone comes in to pur-
chase a weapon, including 
the full scope of background 
checks, handgun safety cer-
tification and the ability to 
“read people.”
Smith said that if some-
one “seems off,” or if they 
seem to have criminal in-
tent, when employees are 
talking to the customer, they 
can be turned away from the 
store. 
According to Smith, 
potential customers are 
required to fill out a 4473 
form, which specifically 
asks about criminal history, 
mental health background 
and whether the person was 
discharged from the mili-
tary dishonorably.
William Armaline, jus-
tice studies professor and 
director of the human rights 
program, said the homicide 
rate in the U.S. is 20 times 
higher than any other indus-
trialized nation.
“It’s a complicated dis-
cussion,” he said. “It’s anoth-
er sign that what we’ve done 
so far to try and control this 
(violence) isn’t working so 
far.”
Smith said he believes 
that harsher penalties for 
those who commit gun 
crimes in combination with 
firearm safety education for 
the public would be a better 
solution to gun violence.
“Criminals don’t come 
to gun stores,” Smith said. 
“They can get it if they need 
to.”
Leeta-Rose Ballester is a 
Spartan Daily staff writer.
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We’ll show you how.
   r          
■ Meet program directors and staff 
■ Explore resources, ﬁnancing options
■ Evening classes start year-round
■ Online programs available*
■ Personal advising start to ﬁnish 
Master’s in Art Therapy, Business, Clinical Psychology, Computer & Information Science*, Education, English, 
Management, Music and Public Administration* | Teaching credentials | Ph.D. in Art Therapy.  
Not-for-proﬁt.   San Francisco Peninsula/Silicon Valley.   Est. 1851.
master’sStart your
in 2014.or credential
Sobrato Center  
350 Twin Dolphin Dr., Redwood Shores
RSVP NOW ndnu.edu 
(650) 508-3600
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OCT 22
Graduate on Time! 
Take high-demand 
courses online
•  BUS3 80: Legal Environment of Business  (MAJOR REQUIREMENT)
•  BUS2 90: Business Statistics (MAJOR REQUIREMENT) 
•  BUS3 187: Global Dimensions of Business (MAJOR REQUIREMENT) 
•  CHAD 106: Concepts of Childhood (GE AREA V)
Spartans Online
Registration begins Monday, September 23.
10-week online courses  





Silence overcasts the golf course as brothers 
Cody and Connor Blick practice at the tee box. 
As Cody prepares to swing, his younger brother, 
Connor, starts clapping loudly in an attempt to 
distract Cody as he focuses on hitting the ball.
Concentrating despite disruptions is one of 
the qualities helping 19 year-old Cody perform 
well as he continues through his second season 
on the San Jose State men’s golf team.
“He’s got a tremendous head for the game 
and he’s quite advanced for his age on a number 
of different levels,” said Head Coach John Kenna-
day. “His golf intellect is quite high. Consequently 
he’s a very efficient player on the course and he’s 
learning some skills, he’s learning some new shots 
and he’s figuring out how to use them.”
Blick was 5 years old when he picked up his 
first golf club while tagging along with his dad 
and grandfather when they played on weekends. 
Blick calls Danville his hometown, where he 
attended San Ramon High School. His younger 
brother, Connor, is now a senior on the high 
school’s golf team.
“It’s hard now that I’m away from home 
but over the summer I play golf with him every 
day,” Blick said. “He helps me and I help him 
and it’s nice because we’ve been playing togeth-
er every day for the last seven years.”
Early frustration turned into indifference 
before Blick made his middle school golf team. 
He began his freshman year at San Jose State as 
a business communications major last fall.
Little did Kennaday know, he would be 
welcoming the next Western Athletic Confer-
ence’s player of the year and freshman of the 
year, just two of the honors making Blick the 
nation’s most decorated player in 2013, ac-
cording to SJSU Athletics.
During the first tournament of his 2013 
season at the Itani Quality Homes Collegiate, 
Blick tied for first place leading by seven shots 
with Blake Snyder from Washington State. 
Blick earned his second tournament title of the 
year when he shot an even-par 71 during the 
2013 Wolverine Intercollegiate tournament 
the following week, according to Golfstat.
According to Spartan Athletics, Blick is 
the first Spartan to win back-to-back tour-
naments since Arron Oberholser during the 
1995-96 season.
Last season during Blick’s first collegiate 
tournament at the Golfweek Conference Chal-
lenge, he tied for 53rd place with Daniel Sem-
mler of SJSU with 15 over par. By the end of his 
first collegiate season, Blick tied for 14th place 
in the Western Athletic Conference with Willy 
Hogan of New Mexico State at 15 over par, ac-
cording to Golfstat.
According to Golfstat, Blick leads SJSU in 
scoring average ranks, low round, most subpar 
holes, birdies, eagles and bogeys per round. As of 
July 2012, the SJSU men’s golf team joined the 
Mountain West Conference along with many 
other SJSU athletic teams.
Marcus Potter is a sophomore communica-
tions major on the team and said he remembers 
the first time he met Blick at the Silicon Valley 
Amateur tournament.
“I first met Cody at a golf tournament dur-
ing winter before college,” Potter said. “He’s 
a good teammate to have and good person to 
practice with.”
Potter said Blick is the teammate doing 
well, making everyone else on the team want to 
practice harder and work harder.
“At practice he’s joking, but at the same 
time he’s really serious,” Potter said. “At com-
petition he takes it up a notch and gets more 
serious and focused. He’s relaxed at the same 
time and isn’t tense.”
With 11 athletes on the men’s golf roster, 
Kennaday said Blick is growing.
“I think his leadership role is developing as 
his game is,” Kennaday said.
Kennaday said it’s an interesting dynamic 
having a freshman player of the year and a soph-
omore getting off to the start Blick has.
“We have quite an eclectic group of guys 
and so it’s a little bit of a work in progress 
right know and I think that’s actually one of 
our projects, is to learn what it takes to be a 
leader,” he said. “But for right now, I’m just 
telling him to make birdies.”
Blick said one of his biggest role models is 
Tiger Woods.
“I love Tiger just because he dominates,” 
Blick said. “He works so hard and it’s just inspir-
ing to see someone put so much effort into the 
game and I mean everyone wants to be as good 
as Tiger. He’s just a good person to look up to.”
The team competes in many tournaments 
which include multiple-day tournaments in 
which players have to miss several days of 
school to travel and compete. With a full-time 
load this semester, Blick said he’s able to bal-
ance school and sports by staying in contact 
with his professors via email and visiting them 
during office hours.
During the season, the team travels to parts 
of California, Washington, Michigan, Texas, 
Hawaii, Arizona, Oregon and Kansas for tour-
naments throughout the season running from 
September through May.
“After class gets out at noon, we head to the 
course for practice at 1 p.m.,” Blick said. “Some 
days are qualifiers for the next tournament. 
But tournaments are usually two or three days 
plus a practice round on the course the day be-
fore the course.”
On travel days, Blick said the team is usual-
ly gone four to five days at a time.He said usu-
ally when the team leaves for tournaments, 
they have an early flight two days before.
When Blick isn’t on the golf course, he’s 
playing pingpong with his friends or cruising 
in his white Ford Mustang.
As for golf, Blick said winning pushes him 
to keep going.
“I think one of the things we’re going to see 
over the next couple years is his strength and 
endurance increase,” Kennaday said. “We’ll 
see some tremendous growth in him and he’ll 
need that at the next level.”
Samantha Mendoza is a Spartan Daily staff 
writer.
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Cody Blick: The golfer 
behind the golden swing
PROFILE
Samantha Mendoza | Spartan Daily
Cody Blick practices at Silver Creek Valley Country Club on Thursday Sept. 19. Blick 
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Place your ads ONLINE at
www.Spartandaily.com/advertising
You can also place 
classifieds through the 
Spartan Daily Ad office.
Call us at 408.924.3270 or 
visit us in DBH 209.
Office Hours: 1:30 - 4:15 P.M.
spartandailyads@sjsumedia.com
 How To
$$ Sperm Donors Wanted $$ 
Earn up to $1,200/month and help 
create families. Convenient Los Altos location.
Apply online: www.SPERMBANK.com
Family restaurant, Sunnyvale, host, server, cashier, barista. Flex 
schedule nights and wkends. $12.75-13.00 per hr. 
Contact Wendy at (408) 733-9331 or 
Email wendy@country-gourmet.com
Office Assistant
Need friendly personable staff to greet and input data for local 




Golden State Activewear is looking for part-time warehouse 
order pullers. We are located at 2070 South 7th Street Suite E 
San Jose, CA 95112.
Job Requirements:
• Must be able to lift, move heavy objects up to 50 lbs. 
repetitively 
• Position requires that individual stand, walk and reach 
shelved product during work shift 
• Must be able to effectively read numbers 
• Position requires individual to be on time and have    
good attendance 
• We offer full benefits, health insurance, 401k and a         
vacation package
Interested candidates must apply in person. M-F 8-5
 Golden State Activewear
 2070 South 7th Street
 Suite E
 San Jose, CA 95112
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE 
Email sprestine@yahoo.com
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Media’s stigmatization 
of video games unfair
Pop open a can of Mountain 
Dew, recline that chair and slap 
on a pair of comfy slippers. With 
the recent release of Grand Theft 
Auto V on Sept. 17 and the Play-
Station 4 and Xbox One coming 
this fall, those should be reasons 
for gamers to indulge.
But did you know 
you are as likely to be 
labeled as a sociopath 
with violent tenden-
cies playing “murder 
simulators” as if you 
were a street crimi-
nal? It is all because 
you play mature-rated 
video games.
Video games gen-
erally have a terrible 
public image, earning 
bad credit with social 
media over the past few years 
while being called everything 
from a childish form of enter-
tainment to a dangerous one.
I use the word “stigmatiza-
tion” because it represents how 
mainstream media categorizes 
average gamers as kids who are 
prone to imitating acts of vio-
lence in video games.
Perhaps the most widely 
controversial video game series 
in the industry is “Grand Theft 
Auto,” where players are thrown 
into a virtual city and can partic-
ipate in crimes, including theft 
of vehicles, shooting virtual 
pedestrians and solicitation of 
hookers.
Ever since Grand Theft Auto 
III debuted in 2001, the media’s 
spotlight started beaming down 
on the gaming industry as con-
troversial subject matter.
Jack Thompson, an anti-
video game activist and dis-
barred lawyer, filed four law-
suits against Grand Theft Auto 
publisher Rockstar Games 
among numerous other at-
tacks on the video game indus-
try that aimed to ban certain 
games.
It is not surprising that all of 
Thompson’s lawsuits were dis-
missed and for good reason.
In a 2009 CBS article, Thomp-
son labeled Grand Theft Auto as 
a “murder simulator” during a 
civil lawsuit in the Devin Moore 
case where three Alabama men 
were gunned down.
What Moore did was obvi-
ously criminal, while Thomp-
son’s comment was just plain 
ignorant. Should one gamer, 
who was unstable as a person, 
really label gamers 
as prone to having 
violent tendencies? I 
think not.
Worse yet, popu-
lar media giants like 
Fox News with its 
equally ignorant talk 
show host Elisabeth 
Hasselbeck attempt-
ed to connect the 
massacre conducted 
by Navy Yard shooter 
Aaron Alexis with his 
apparent “obsession” 
with video games. 
It is amorally easy for social 
media to advocate blame using 
popular, unproven theories.
The problem lies in the lack 
of understanding between par-
ents, children and the media’s 
efficacy in depicting video 
games. Many parents today grew 
up playing simple games like Te-
tris and Pong.
But kids these days are dif-
ferent. They grow up playing on-
line games like Call of Duty and 
yes, Grand Theft Auto V. Both 
these games are rated M by the 
Entertainment Software Rating 
Board (ESRB), which means the 
game is recommended for play-
ers age 17 and up, a detail many 
parents tend to miss.
Some parents may accuse 
video game companies of creat-
ing violent content that nega-
tively influences their kids, but 
in reality, the parents ultimately 
control what their child plays 
and watches, no matter whether 
movies have appropriate age rat-
ings. Video game retail stores 
such as GameStop are legally 
bound to ask for ID when an M-
rated game is being purchased.
As a person who grew up 
owning a PlayStation as my first 
console, I have played my fair 
share of hits, such as the Grand 
Theft Auto series and Call of 
Duty series over the years. As far 
as I can tell I haven’t once exhib-
ited violent tendencies for hav-
ing played these so-called “mur-
der simulators.” I am sure most 
gamers, no matter how avid, can 
attest to this.
Video game publishers, such 
as Rockstar Games and Ac-
tivision, aren’t out to corrupt 
your kids. They’re out to make 
money off an artistic form 
of expression in video games. 
The video game industry is no 
longer that small arcade you 
rush to after school. It is now a 
multimillion-dollar corporate 
industry with highly competi-
tive global markets.
Grand Theft Auto V sold 
$800 million worth of copies on 
the first day alone, according to 
Imagine Games Network (IGN). 
It is more than can be said for 
many blockbuster movies out 
there.
Video games are a temporary 
escape from reality to be enjoyed 
just like any movie, not an outlet 
to channel anger and frustration 
that induces violent tendencies 
into kids.
So the next time you slap that 
M-rated disc into your console, 
take comfort in the fact that so-
cial media and ignorant lawyers 
won’t be able to take your game 
away.
Michael Chen is a Spartan 
Daily staff writer.
Follow Michael 
Chen on Twitter 
@MichaelGChen
Living the dream and 
taking the long road
Are you signed?  
This is the question I get 
asked the most when people 
find out that I am in a touring 
reggae/pop band.
It seems as if people view 
musicians as having only two 
different options: the band that 
primarily plays covers in the lo-
cal bar or the band signed to a 
major record label that makes 
millions of dollars and lives the 
“rock star” easy life.
Well I am neither of those 
stereotypes, and there are many other 
bands around the world in this similar 
situation.
Like me, many musicians have the 
dream of one day playing their instru-
ment, traveling the world and make a 
living doing so — being in front of thou-
sands of people at night and lounging in 
style in the tour bus on the way to the 
next stop without a care in the world. 
Unfortunately, this is not a reality for 
many musicians.
The life of an independent artist is one 
of trials and tribulations. Daily battles of 
booking shows, creating new music, mar-
keting their band and trying to find out 
how to financially support this dream just 
to be on stage for a few glorious moments 
every night.
Many of today’s top artists have gone 
through this interesting middle ground 
as well: not quite in the main light, but 
above the pub rock scene and battling the 
hardships of the road. Bruno Mars, Katy 
Perry, Kings Of Leon and The Black Keys 
have all put in the hours of touring to mu-
sic clubs around the country to make a fan 
or two in hopes of sharing with the world 
their art.
“We’ve experienced everything from 
driving a thousand miles to play for no 
one to winning Grammys,” said Black 
Key’s drummer Patrick Carney in a re-
cent news release when talking about the 
struggle the band went through 
to get to where it is now. 
After relentlessly touring 
as a duo since 2001, The Black 
Keys have been a true indepen-
dent success, winning seven 
Grammys and showing how far 
hard work, perseverance and a 
van can take you.
Like many other musicians 
in the same pool, I can only 
hope that this would be the fate 
of all the hard work. 
As I am typing up this col-
umn, I am sitting in my band’s 1995 
Chevy Gladiator van driving back from a 
Tempe, Ariz., show we did on Thursday to 
San Diego for our first headlining show in 
the area.
Lack of sleep and muscle fatigue from 
the seemingly thousands of performances 
the past couple of years are blinded by the 
stage lights that push me to make a couple 
more fans this week.
It is not just the hours on the road that 
can beat down an aspiring artist. After 
playing nearly 50 concerts this summer 
with my band, Thrive, I have experienced 
everything from broken strings and 
blown-up amps during packed concerts to 
impounded vans/trailers and even overly 
aggressive border patrol officers with their 
drug sniffing, sidekick puppies (Yes we 
actually passed).
I have heard time and time again from 
people in the industry that the music in-
dustry has an 80 percent fail rate and peo-
ple wonder why I still do this. 
Is my band signed to a major la-
bel? No. But the experience I am having 
traveling, meeting new people and get-
ting inspiration from some of today’s 
former independent struggling art-
ists keeps me and many others on the 
path to make our childhood dreams a 
reality.
Andrew Forgy is a Spartan Daily staff 
writer. 
Feeling Depressed?
Classes leaving you Stressed?
Looking for Advice?
Ask Melissa
A beacon in the social fog
dropping a request in a Spartan Daily suggestions box
emailing directly at spartandaily@gmail.com
    with the subject Ask Melissa
your Anonymity is respected and encouraged!
Let Melissa know by 
... you are as 
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The following items are selected from the University Police 
Department daily crime log. Times shown are when the incidents 
were reported to police.
SJSU Crime Log
9/16 - 9/21






A report of a bicycle theft was made to police.
Spartan Complex
A report of a bicycle theft was made to police.
Hugh Gillis Hall
A person was issued a citation for lodging outside the
building. 
Dudley Moorhead Hall
A report of a bicycle theft was made to police.
East San Antonio Street
Police officers stopped three people who were smoking 
marijuana. No arrests were made but a report was sent to the 
probation office regarding one person.
King Library









Volunteers across the 
globe scoured beaches and 
inland waterways for trash 
Saturday in a last defense ef-
fort to stop debris from en-
tering the ocean, according 
to Annual Coastal Cleanup
organizers.
The cleanup has been held 
for 29 years and has been grow-
ing in numbers of volunteers 
each year, said George Leonard, 
director of strategic initiatives 
for the Ocean Conservancy, a 
Washington D.C.-based non-
profit.
“There are over 100 coun-
tries participating,” Leonard 
said. “It’s impressive that there 
are people committed all over 
the world.”
While meeting up with vol-
unteers in Santa Cruz, he said 
California has the most clean-
up sites, spanning all along the 
coast and through rivers and 
creeks. 
“That continues to show 
that they’re (Calif.) a leader in 
environmental protection,” 
Leonard said.
Leonard said 500,000 
volunteers were expected 
to participate worldwide 
in the cleanup and that the 
data returned from cleanup 
sites will be presented in an 
Ocean Conservancy spring
report.
At Santa Cruz’s Cowell’s 
Beach, John Laird, state sec-
retary of natural resources, 
encouraged volunteers who 
convened on the drizzly 
shores for the three-hour
cleanup.
“There’s really four big is-
sues facing the coast — over-
fishing, acidification, adapta-
tion to rising sea levels and 
marine debris,” he said. “Ma-
rine debris affects the health of 
the ocean.”
He commended the vol-
unteers who arrived to “pro-
tect the oceans from marine
debris.”
Santa Cruz-based non-
profit, Save Our Shores, hosted 
the Cowell’s cleanup site, and 
83 other sites in Monterey and 
Santa Cruz counties, accord-
ing to Rachel Kippen, program 
manager.
“It’s the largest volunteer 
event on the planet and every 
year it’s expanding as far as 
locations (go),” Kippen said. 
“We’re cleaning neighbor-
hoods, rivers, the beach — we’re 
cleaning everything.”
She said that the data 
they collect, by counting and
categorizing each piece 
of trash, could help influ-
ence environmental policy
changes.
“But I say our biggest goal 
is behavior change,” Kip-
pen said. “As people come out 
here and clean up, we hope 
they will understand the
importance.”
Save Our Shores reported 
that by the day’s end, 3,064 
volunteers picked up 17,147 
pounds of debris in two
counties.
Santa Clara County has not 
released its data, but in 2012 
volunteers recovered 34,803 
pounds of trash from inland 
waterways, according to the 
Creek Connection Actions 
Group.
Jacob Walsh, a Campbell 
resident, said he heard about 
the event through the Santa 
Clara Valley Water District.
He said that he and his 
son, who is part of Boy Scout 
pack 110, have been cleaning 
Penitencia Creek and thought 
a beach cleanup would be a nice 
change of pace.
“We’re here enjoying the 
weather and having fun help-
ing the environment,” Walsh 
said. “And we’re teaching the 
kids.”
Virginia Beatriz, who 
moved to California from Bra-
zil two months ago, said that 
the beaches in Santa Cruz are 
much cleaner than those in her 
native country.
“I think this is really 
beautiful,” she said. “The 
nature is really beautiful 
and we need to keep it that
way.”
Daniel Phillips, 11, and Elio 
Quan, 12, were both upset with 
litterers. 
“They would rather drop 
their trash on the beach 
than walk five yards to the 
can,” Phillips said. “It’s like 
the movie ‘Wall-E’ and we 
don’t want to turn out like
Wall-E.”
Quan suggested that people 
hold onto their garbage un-
til they are ready to leave the 
beach.
“I don’t think it’s a good 
thing that people just litter 
their trash and then we have to 
come out here to clean up and 
they don’t,” Quan said. “(Clean-
ing up the beach is) nice, but 
what will be the point of com-
ing here if it’s dirty?” 
A group of about 20 people 
protesting the Keystone Pipe-
line also met up alongside 
cleanup volunteers before they 
marched through town.
Terri Olsen, one of the dem-
onstrators, said that her group, 
350.org, was holding its own 
national event to bring atten-
tion to the massive oil pipe that 
could span from Canada to
Texas.
“Big oil is big,” Olsen 
said. “We just don’t want 
this (Keystone) pipeline in
America.”
Leonard said having 
the protesters and cleanup 
volunteers side by side was
fitting.
“Eighty percent of marine 
debris is made of plastic,” he 
said. “And plastic is made of 
oil.”
Leeta-Rose Ballester is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.
Volunteers shocked
by pounds of trash
Leeta-Rose Ballester | Spartan Daily
Bruce Larson combs through the sand looking for the 
smallest pieces of plastic debris he can find.
ENVIRONMENT
Spartan Pride Thursday is ...
FROM PAGE 1
“Spartan Pride Thursday is 
unpredictable.” 
Bryan Blade, Senior, Kinesiology
“Spartan Pride Thursday is
a new concept to me.” 
Ngan-Ha Nghien, Freshman, Biology
“Spartan Pride Thursday is 
pretty cool.”







As the clouds rolled in 
on Saturday, the last day of 
summer, people gathered 
at Backesto Park in down-
town San Jose to enjoy a day 
of art and shopping. Unlike 
many common art festivals, 
Luna Park Chalk Art Festival 
offered a unique medium for 
artists – chalk.
At the sixth annual festi-
val, artists turned a square of 
concrete path into a work of 
art using a box of chalk. Art-
ists ranged from small chil-
dren to adults and solo artists 
to large groups.
The pathways of the park 
were divided into dozens of 
smaller patches, separated 
by a colored ribbon stretched 
between wooden stakes.
The art ranged from re-
alistic to cartoon-like. Some 
artists drew images of living 
objects, such as flowers, ani-
mals and people, while others 
drew designs and inanimate 
objects.
One artist took the oppor-
tunity to pay homage to the 
United State military with a 
drawing of the American flag 
and soldiers. Another advo-
cated for a vegan lifestyle. One 
artist drew Marvel superhero 
Iron Man. Another filled her 
square with a swirly design of 
bright colors in contrast.
Monika Rose was both an 
artist and a vendor. She said 
she had participated in the 
festival before to help other 
artists with their pieces. For 
the past three years, Rose has 
created an art piece herself. 
This year, she crafted a melt-
ing popsicle under the heat of 
a flame.
“I love doing festivals,” 
Rose said, “I love the interac-
tion with people. I don’t know 
if I could do retail all the time, 
but once in awhile it’s fun.”
As a graphic designer, 
Rose said that chalk is a very 
different medium for her.
“It’s not as precise,” Rose 
said. “You can do as much 
planning as you want, but that 
doesn’t mean that the ground 
is going to cooperate or the 
wind ... or the elements.”
No two artists or pieces 
of art were the same. Some 
of the artists worked with 
their headphones plugged 
into their ears. Other artists 
sketched out their design be-
fore coloring. Some worked 
off of a printed design they 
carried with them or off a pic-
ture on their phone.
Some even covered two 
squares. At least four people 
turned their stretch of con-
crete into a pond with koi fish 
swimming about.
One art piece allowed 
visitors to take a picture 
with aliens. Cleverly craft-
ed art allowed a visitor to 
keep in a certain place while 
another stood on a step stool 
to take their picture. As a 
result, you could look like 
you were sitting amongst 
three aliens with one poking 
your head.
The Luna Park Chalk Art 
Festival offered something 
for everyone, even aside from 
the art. For those who were 
looking for a snack, food 
trucks were lined up and of-
fered everything from a cup 
of coffee to barbecue.
Vendors set up in the grass 
along the pathways, selling 
jewelry, clothing and their 
own art.
There was also a stage 
set up close enough to the 
vendor stands to enjoy the 
musicians playing, but far 
enough away to stop the 
music from being overbear-
ing. It housed several bands 
throughout the day whose 
music ranged from Spanish to 
indie to funk rock.
The festival was a family-
friendly event. There was a 
show called the Flat Broke 
Puppet Company doing a one-
man rendition of “The Three 
Billy Goats Gruff” that had 
kids dancing and laughing.
Despite the gloomy weath-
er, the Luna Park Chalk Art 
Festival delivered bright art-
work and something for all 
ages to enjoy.
Allison Williams is a Spar-
tan Daily staff writer. 
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By Kellie Miller
@kells21_
The Event Center at SJSU 
was packed Saturday night 
for a concert featuring Elec-
tronic Dance Music (EDM) 
DJs Andreilien, KOAN Sound 
and Bassnectar.
Hundreds of people ar-
rived at the Event Center 
dressed in neon-colored tank 
tops, mini shorts, bedazzled 
bikini tops and knee-high 
furry leg warmers.
The first thing I saw as I 
entered the building was a 
girl in a bikini and fishnets 
being escorted out by securi-
ty for being too intoxicated. 
I knew then that it would be 
an interesting night.
Once inside, I noticed that 
the dance floor was about 
one-third full, but the stream 
of people coming down the 
stairs was constant.
The audience fist pumped and swayed 
back and forth, lit up by purple and red 
lights as Andreilien (who has otherwise 
been know as Heyoka) took the stage first.
According to Andreilien’s website, his 
music has been described as “a journey 
through fractal soundscapes and alternate 
realms while riding the waves of fat glitch 
beats and earth rumbling sub bass.”
The sight of people with painted faces 
and animal costumes dancing to the music 
coupled with the colorful lights certainly 
gave the illusion of an alternate reality.
“Have you ever finished rainbow road 
without falling off while eating homemade 
chocolate chip cookies?” attendee Eric 
Sawhill rhetorically asked of Bassnectar’s 
performance. “Yeah, it was a little some-
thing like that.”
After an hour or so, KOAN Sound took 
the stage.
By this point the dance floor had grown 
to be about two-thirds full and the purple 
and red lighting had changed to shades of blue.
I’m not sure if it was because there was 
now a larger crowd or because KOAN Sound 
was better liked, but everyone on the dance 
floor really turned up at this point.
Something I found interesting was that 
KOAN Sound used breaks of what seemed 
like silence — at least compared to the thun-
dering volume of the rest of the perfor-
mance — during which the audience would 
stop dancing and stand awkwardly not quite 
knowing what to do with themselves.
KOAN Sound still managed to be a crowd 
pleaser, but Bay Area native Bassnectar 
stole the show by far.
His first song started out with EDM 
sounds, but was also mixed with Guns N’ 
Roses and had the most intense bass I have 
ever heard in my life.
My head shook, my throat tickled and 
my vision even blurred as I looked around 
to see a light show of constantly changing 
colors coming from the ceiling, a screen 
of heliographic shapes transforming into 
new ones and a guy dressed in 
a full dinosaur costume give 
a girl her own personal light 
show with his LED gloves.
Something that stood out 
to me about Bassnectar was 
that he continued to incorpo-
rate lyrics in his music, which 
was not the case with the 
other two DJs.
Dr. Dre’s “The Next Epi-
sode,” Daft Punk’s “Tech-
nologic” and Bruno Mars’s 
“Locked out of Heaven” all 
got the crowd singing along.
At this point the dance 
floor was completely full and 
even the seated areas up above 
were full of people dancing.
By the time Bassnectar 
was half-way through his per-
formance, crowds of people 
were leaving the building to 
catch a break.
The bass was intense, the 
whole arena smelled of ciga-
rettes and everyone was sweating.
“I can’t wait for my hearing to go back to 
normal,” said Daphnie Oxte who decided to 
leave the show early because the bass was too 
hard to handle without earplugs.
Although I too experienced ringing ears 
for hours after the performance and a head-
ache from the smoke, the event was a com-
plete hit with a packed audience and con-
stant dancing and cheering.
The DJs expressed creativity with 
their mixes and helped create a must-see 
atmosphere that seemed like a different 
world.
Kellie Miller is a Spartan Daily staff writer. 
Bassnectar delivers electrifying Event Center performance
Luna Park Chalk Art Festival 
brightens gloomy San Jose day
Zach Toberman | Spartan Daily
An enthusiastic crowd dances as Bassnectar fills the Event Center with loud music and a show of bright lights.
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site was conducted in Dec. 2012 and states 
that, “on the whole, Caltrain customer sat-
isfaction has stayed about the same as in 
2011.”
The survey stated that 77 percent of clients 
were somewhat or very satisfied with the over-
all service, while 3 percent of them were very 
dissatisfied.
Animation/illustration major Jessica 
Sandoval said that she hasn’t experienced 
any significant delays this semester and 
is surprisingly satisfied with her Caltrain 
experience.
“They usually suck,” Sandoval said. “But 
this semester, they’ve been on it.”
Along with making audio announcements 
at train stations and working with television 
and radio traffic services, Caltrain frequently 
updates its Twitter account to keep commut-
ers updated on train delays, according to 
Dunn.
The official Twitter handle of Caltrain is 
@caltrain_news, she said.
Delays on Caltrain are also caused by un-
foreseeable human factors, according to 
Dunn.
A 70-year-old woman was struck and killed 
by a train in Palo Alto on Aug. 29, causing ma-
jor delays for commuters that morning, ac-
cording to Dunn.
As is standard procedure, train services 
were stopped completely for an hour and a half 
to deal with the incident, Dunn said.
All trains were backed up anywhere be-
tween five to 50 minutes after emergency 
teams and the coroner finished with the scene 
of the death, Dunn said.
“I think it’s the nature of this type of tran-
sit, you can’t control everything,” Poslitur said.
To help prevent train track injuries and 
deaths, Caltrain will be hosting a film festival 
on Thursday that highlights rail safety for any-
one who lives or works near active railroads, 
said Sagesse Graham, director of programs 
and instruction of Fresh Takes media arts 
center.
The film festival will consist of 10 pub-
lic service announcements produced by teen 
filmmakers from Reel Eyes, a production unit 
that is part of Fresh Takes’ youth center, Gra-
ham said.
Caltrain commissioned the production 
of the videos after receiving a grant from 
Operation Lifesaver and the Federal Tran-
sit Administration to be spent on rail safety 
education in correspondence with Rail Safety 
Month, which is September, according to 
Graham.
Jeff Gonzalez is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
the farm’s opportunity to give back to their 
community while working outside.
Shelby Ortiz, an American studies ma-
jor found that “it’s really relaxing pulling 
weeds.”
Even as it began to rain, most of the volun-
teers chose to work through it and some even 
enjoyed getting a little extra dirty.
Camellia Clutton, a first-time volunteer 
on the farm, said that she liked getting her 
hands in the mud and working in the rain, 
“it makes you feel good when you go inside 
afterward.”
Also volunteering on Saturday were mem-
bers of the nutrition club at SJSU.
The club’s president, Danielle Wil-
ley, said that it’s their goal to do one nu-
trition-related outing a month and she 
thinks that the sustainable farming at Veg-
etation is helpful to the community and the 
club.
“Some people even brought their kids,” Wi-
ley said. “It’s a good educational weekend.”
According to their website, Veggielution 
feels that education is very important when it 
comes to food.
They offer a youth program for high school 
students, visit elementary schools, and teach a 
six-week cooking and nutrition course in Eng-
lish and Spanish.
Aside from the programs the farm of-
fers, the hands-on experience of working 
on the farm is an educational opportunity 
as well.
Beginning volunteers mostly help with 
weeding, mulching and harvesting, but Me-
deiros said, “once you volunteer for awhile dif-
ferent jobs can open up based on your skills.”
June Magnaldi, a consistent volunteer over 
the last two years, said that people can come to 
the farm not having any experience and they’ll 
always learn something.
Volunteers also walk away with some of the 
fresh produce from the farm and a full stom-
ach after a potluck lunch. 
In the spirit of community, Veggielution 
asks volunteers to bring a food item to share 
and their staff also cooks up dishes using prod-
ucts from the farm.
“It’s a chance for people to break bread to-
gether and sit down after working,” said Me-
deiros, who believes that the potluck has been 
really powerful in bringing people together 
and establishing relationships.
Tanya Mutz is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
he is an advocate of educat-
ing the average citizen as to 
what their firearms rights 
are.
“There has been a lot 
more activity,” Smith said. 
“There’s a flood of folks who 
are worried about laws.”
He said gun sales are 
“through the roof,” particu-
larly because of gun legis-
lation that has been “sit-
ting on Governor Brown’s 
desk.”
According to Smith, 
there are about 14 laws 
waiting for the governor’s 
signature, including a prohi-
bition of detachable maga-
zines in rifles and an expan-
sion on crimes that would 
bar a person from owning a 
firearm.
“People are no longer in 
control, the government 
is,” he said. “People have 
given up essential rights and 
privileges and people don’t 
care.”
Gov. Brown told the San 
Francisco Chronicle in an ar-
ticle that events such as the 
Sept. 16 Navy Yard shooting 
wouldn’t affect his decision 
as to whether he will sign 
off on the bills waiting for 
him.
“When we pass laws, it’s 
not a decision of the mo-
ment, it’s a decision for the 
decades,” Brown told the 
San Francisco Chronicle the 
day of the shooting. “And we 
want to look very carefully 
at what it is we’re setting in 
motion.”
Smith said that by having 
some of the strictest gun leg-
islation in the country, “Cal-
ifornia is going the wrong 
way about trying to do the 
right thing.”
“It’s only in these last 
20 years, with these crazy 
people, it got messed up for 
everybody,” he said. “(Cali-
fornia lawmakers) are try-
ing to protect civilians, but 
they’re doing it the wrong 
way.” 
Smith said his store fol-
lows every precaution when 
someone comes in to pur-
chase a weapon, including 
the full scope of background 
checks, handgun safety cer-
tification and the ability to 
“read people.”
Smith said that if some-
one “seems off,” or if they 
seem to have criminal in-
tent, when employees are 
talking to the customer, they 
can be turned away from the 
store. 
According to Smith, 
potential customers are 
required to fill out a 4473 
form, which specifically 
asks about criminal history, 
mental health background 
and whether the person was 
discharged from the mili-
tary dishonorably.
William Armaline, jus-
tice studies professor and 
director of the human rights 
program, said the homicide 
rate in the U.S. is 20 times 
higher than any other indus-
trialized nation.
“It’s a complicated dis-
cussion,” he said. “It’s anoth-
er sign that what we’ve done 
so far to try and control this 
(violence) isn’t working so 
far.”
Smith said he believes 
that harsher penalties for 
those who commit gun 
crimes in combination with 
firearm safety education for 
the public would be a better 
solution to gun violence.
“Criminals don’t come 
to gun stores,” Smith said. 
“They can get it if they need 
to.”
Leeta-Rose Ballester is a 
Spartan Daily staff writer.
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Amendment: Gun violence 
opens the door for discussion
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Silence overcasts the golf course as brothers 
Cody and Connor Blick practice at the tee box. 
As Cody prepares to swing, his younger brother, 
Connor, starts clapping loudly in an attempt to 
distract Cody as he focuses on hitting the ball.
Concentrating despite disruptions is one of 
the qualities helping 19 year-old Cody perform 
well as he continues through his second season 
on the San Jose State men’s golf team.
“He’s got a tremendous head for the game 
and he’s quite advanced for his age on a number 
of different levels,” said Head Coach John Kenna-
day. “His golf intellect is quite high. Consequently 
he’s a very efficient player on the course and he’s 
learning some skills, he’s learning some new shots 
and he’s figuring out how to use them.”
Blick was 5 years old when he picked up his 
first golf club while tagging along with his dad 
and grandfather when they played on weekends. 
Blick calls Danville his hometown, where he 
attended San Ramon High School. His younger 
brother, Connor, is now a senior on the high 
school’s golf team.
“It’s hard now that I’m away from home 
but over the summer I play golf with him every 
day,” Blick said. “He helps me and I help him 
and it’s nice because we’ve been playing togeth-
er every day for the last seven years.”
Early frustration turned into indifference 
before Blick made his middle school golf team. 
He began his freshman year at San Jose State as 
a business communications major last fall.
Little did Kennaday know, he would be 
welcoming the next Western Athletic Confer-
ence’s player of the year and freshman of the 
year, just two of the honors making Blick the 
nation’s most decorated player in 2013, ac-
cording to SJSU Athletics.
During the first tournament of his 2013 
season at the Itani Quality Homes Collegiate, 
Blick tied for first place leading by seven shots 
with Blake Snyder from Washington State. 
Blick earned his second tournament title of the 
year when he shot an even-par 71 during the 
2013 Wolverine Intercollegiate tournament 
the following week, according to Golfstat.
According to Spartan Athletics, Blick is 
the first Spartan to win back-to-back tour-
naments since Arron Oberholser during the 
1995-96 season.
Last season during Blick’s first collegiate 
tournament at the Golfweek Conference Chal-
lenge, he tied for 53rd place with Daniel Sem-
mler of SJSU with 15 over par. By the end of his 
first collegiate season, Blick tied for 14th place 
in the Western Athletic Conference with Willy 
Hogan of New Mexico State at 15 over par, ac-
cording to Golfstat.
According to Golfstat, Blick leads SJSU in 
scoring average ranks, low round, most subpar 
holes, birdies, eagles and bogeys per round. As of 
July 2012, the SJSU men’s golf team joined the 
Mountain West Conference along with many 
other SJSU athletic teams.
Marcus Potter is a sophomore communica-
tions major on the team and said he remembers 
the first time he met Blick at the Silicon Valley 
Amateur tournament.
“I first met Cody at a golf tournament dur-
ing winter before college,” Potter said. “He’s 
a good teammate to have and good person to 
practice with.”
Potter said Blick is the teammate doing 
well, making everyone else on the team want to 
practice harder and work harder.
“At practice he’s joking, but at the same 
time he’s really serious,” Potter said. “At com-
petition he takes it up a notch and gets more 
serious and focused. He’s relaxed at the same 
time and isn’t tense.”
With 11 athletes on the men’s golf roster, 
Kennaday said Blick is growing.
“I think his leadership role is developing as 
his game is,” Kennaday said.
Kennaday said it’s an interesting dynamic 
having a freshman player of the year and a soph-
omore getting off to the start Blick has.
“We have quite an eclectic group of guys 
and so it’s a little bit of a work in progress 
right know and I think that’s actually one of 
our projects, is to learn what it takes to be a 
leader,” he said. “But for right now, I’m just 
telling him to make birdies.”
Blick said one of his biggest role models is 
Tiger Woods.
“I love Tiger just because he dominates,” 
Blick said. “He works so hard and it’s just inspir-
ing to see someone put so much effort into the 
game and I mean everyone wants to be as good 
as Tiger. He’s just a good person to look up to.”
The team competes in many tournaments 
which include multiple-day tournaments in 
which players have to miss several days of 
school to travel and compete. With a full-time 
load this semester, Blick said he’s able to bal-
ance school and sports by staying in contact 
with his professors via email and visiting them 
during office hours.
During the season, the team travels to parts 
of California, Washington, Michigan, Texas, 
Hawaii, Arizona, Oregon and Kansas for tour-
naments throughout the season running from 
September through May.
“After class gets out at noon, we head to the 
course for practice at 1 p.m.,” Blick said. “Some 
days are qualifiers for the next tournament. 
But tournaments are usually two or three days 
plus a practice round on the course the day be-
fore the course.”
On travel days, Blick said the team is usual-
ly gone four to five days at a time.He said usu-
ally when the team leaves for tournaments, 
they have an early flight two days before.
When Blick isn’t on the golf course, he’s 
playing pingpong with his friends or cruising 
in his white Ford Mustang.
As for golf, Blick said winning pushes him 
to keep going.
“I think one of the things we’re going to see 
over the next couple years is his strength and 
endurance increase,” Kennaday said. “We’ll 
see some tremendous growth in him and he’ll 
need that at the next level.”
Samantha Mendoza is a Spartan Daily staff 
writer.
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Cody Blick: The golfer 
behind the golden swing
PROFILE
Samantha Mendoza | Spartan Daily
Cody Blick practices at Silver Creek Valley Country Club on Thursday Sept. 19. Blick 
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Place your ads ONLINE at
www.Spartandaily.com/advertising
You can also place 
classifieds through the 
Spartan Daily Ad office.
Call us at 408.924.3270 or 
visit us in DBH 209.
Office Hours: 1:30 - 4:15 P.M.
spartandailyads@sjsumedia.com
 How To
$$ Sperm Donors Wanted $$ 
Earn up to $1,200/month and help 
create families. Convenient Los Altos location.
Apply online: www.SPERMBANK.com
Family restaurant, Sunnyvale, host, server, cashier, barista. Flex 
schedule nights and wkends. $12.75-13.00 per hr. 
Contact Wendy at (408) 733-9331 or 
Email wendy@country-gourmet.com
Office Assistant
Need friendly personable staff to greet and input data for local 




Golden State Activewear is looking for part-time warehouse 
order pullers. We are located at 2070 South 7th Street Suite E 
San Jose, CA 95112.
Job Requirements:
• Must be able to lift, move heavy objects up to 50 lbs. 
repetitively 
• Position requires that individual stand, walk and reach 
shelved product during work shift 
• Must be able to effectively read numbers 
• Position requires individual to be on time and have    
good attendance 
• We offer full benefits, health insurance, 401k and a         
vacation package
Interested candidates must apply in person. M-F 8-5
 Golden State Activewear
 2070 South 7th Street
 Suite E
 San Jose, CA 95112
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE 
Email sprestine@yahoo.com
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Media’s stigmatization 
of video games unfair
Pop open a can of Mountain 
Dew, recline that chair and slap 
on a pair of comfy slippers. With 
the recent release of Grand Theft 
Auto V on Sept. 17 and the Play-
Station 4 and Xbox One coming 
this fall, those should be reasons 
for gamers to indulge.
But did you know 
you are as likely to be 
labeled as a sociopath 
with violent tenden-
cies playing “murder 
simulators” as if you 
were a street crimi-
nal? It is all because 
you play mature-rated 
video games.
Video games gen-
erally have a terrible 
public image, earning 
bad credit with social 
media over the past few years 
while being called everything 
from a childish form of enter-
tainment to a dangerous one.
I use the word “stigmatiza-
tion” because it represents how 
mainstream media categorizes 
average gamers as kids who are 
prone to imitating acts of vio-
lence in video games.
Perhaps the most widely 
controversial video game series 
in the industry is “Grand Theft 
Auto,” where players are thrown 
into a virtual city and can partic-
ipate in crimes, including theft 
of vehicles, shooting virtual 
pedestrians and solicitation of 
hookers.
Ever since Grand Theft Auto 
III debuted in 2001, the media’s 
spotlight started beaming down 
on the gaming industry as con-
troversial subject matter.
Jack Thompson, an anti-
video game activist and dis-
barred lawyer, filed four law-
suits against Grand Theft Auto 
publisher Rockstar Games 
among numerous other at-
tacks on the video game indus-
try that aimed to ban certain 
games.
It is not surprising that all of 
Thompson’s lawsuits were dis-
missed and for good reason.
In a 2009 CBS article, Thomp-
son labeled Grand Theft Auto as 
a “murder simulator” during a 
civil lawsuit in the Devin Moore 
case where three Alabama men 
were gunned down.
What Moore did was obvi-
ously criminal, while Thomp-
son’s comment was just plain 
ignorant. Should one gamer, 
who was unstable as a person, 
really label gamers 
as prone to having 
violent tendencies? I 
think not.
Worse yet, popu-
lar media giants like 
Fox News with its 
equally ignorant talk 
show host Elisabeth 
Hasselbeck attempt-
ed to connect the 
massacre conducted 
by Navy Yard shooter 
Aaron Alexis with his 
apparent “obsession” 
with video games. 
It is amorally easy for social 
media to advocate blame using 
popular, unproven theories.
The problem lies in the lack 
of understanding between par-
ents, children and the media’s 
efficacy in depicting video 
games. Many parents today grew 
up playing simple games like Te-
tris and Pong.
But kids these days are dif-
ferent. They grow up playing on-
line games like Call of Duty and 
yes, Grand Theft Auto V. Both 
these games are rated M by the 
Entertainment Software Rating 
Board (ESRB), which means the 
game is recommended for play-
ers age 17 and up, a detail many 
parents tend to miss.
Some parents may accuse 
video game companies of creat-
ing violent content that nega-
tively influences their kids, but 
in reality, the parents ultimately 
control what their child plays 
and watches, no matter whether 
movies have appropriate age rat-
ings. Video game retail stores 
such as GameStop are legally 
bound to ask for ID when an M-
rated game is being purchased.
As a person who grew up 
owning a PlayStation as my first 
console, I have played my fair 
share of hits, such as the Grand 
Theft Auto series and Call of 
Duty series over the years. As far 
as I can tell I haven’t once exhib-
ited violent tendencies for hav-
ing played these so-called “mur-
der simulators.” I am sure most 
gamers, no matter how avid, can 
attest to this.
Video game publishers, such 
as Rockstar Games and Ac-
tivision, aren’t out to corrupt 
your kids. They’re out to make 
money off an artistic form 
of expression in video games. 
The video game industry is no 
longer that small arcade you 
rush to after school. It is now a 
multimillion-dollar corporate 
industry with highly competi-
tive global markets.
Grand Theft Auto V sold 
$800 million worth of copies on 
the first day alone, according to 
Imagine Games Network (IGN). 
It is more than can be said for 
many blockbuster movies out 
there.
Video games are a temporary 
escape from reality to be enjoyed 
just like any movie, not an outlet 
to channel anger and frustration 
that induces violent tendencies 
into kids.
So the next time you slap that 
M-rated disc into your console, 
take comfort in the fact that so-
cial media and ignorant lawyers 
won’t be able to take your game 
away.
Michael Chen is a Spartan 
Daily staff writer.
Follow Michael 
Chen on Twitter 
@MichaelGChen
Living the dream and 
taking the long road
Are you signed?  
This is the question I get 
asked the most when people 
find out that I am in a touring 
reggae/pop band.
It seems as if people view 
musicians as having only two 
different options: the band that 
primarily plays covers in the lo-
cal bar or the band signed to a 
major record label that makes 
millions of dollars and lives the 
“rock star” easy life.
Well I am neither of those 
stereotypes, and there are many other 
bands around the world in this similar 
situation.
Like me, many musicians have the 
dream of one day playing their instru-
ment, traveling the world and make a 
living doing so — being in front of thou-
sands of people at night and lounging in 
style in the tour bus on the way to the 
next stop without a care in the world. 
Unfortunately, this is not a reality for 
many musicians.
The life of an independent artist is one 
of trials and tribulations. Daily battles of 
booking shows, creating new music, mar-
keting their band and trying to find out 
how to financially support this dream just 
to be on stage for a few glorious moments 
every night.
Many of today’s top artists have gone 
through this interesting middle ground 
as well: not quite in the main light, but 
above the pub rock scene and battling the 
hardships of the road. Bruno Mars, Katy 
Perry, Kings Of Leon and The Black Keys 
have all put in the hours of touring to mu-
sic clubs around the country to make a fan 
or two in hopes of sharing with the world 
their art.
“We’ve experienced everything from 
driving a thousand miles to play for no 
one to winning Grammys,” said Black 
Key’s drummer Patrick Carney in a re-
cent news release when talking about the 
struggle the band went through 
to get to where it is now. 
After relentlessly touring 
as a duo since 2001, The Black 
Keys have been a true indepen-
dent success, winning seven 
Grammys and showing how far 
hard work, perseverance and a 
van can take you.
Like many other musicians 
in the same pool, I can only 
hope that this would be the fate 
of all the hard work. 
As I am typing up this col-
umn, I am sitting in my band’s 1995 
Chevy Gladiator van driving back from a 
Tempe, Ariz., show we did on Thursday to 
San Diego for our first headlining show in 
the area.
Lack of sleep and muscle fatigue from 
the seemingly thousands of performances 
the past couple of years are blinded by the 
stage lights that push me to make a couple 
more fans this week.
It is not just the hours on the road that 
can beat down an aspiring artist. After 
playing nearly 50 concerts this summer 
with my band, Thrive, I have experienced 
everything from broken strings and 
blown-up amps during packed concerts to 
impounded vans/trailers and even overly 
aggressive border patrol officers with their 
drug sniffing, sidekick puppies (Yes we 
actually passed).
I have heard time and time again from 
people in the industry that the music in-
dustry has an 80 percent fail rate and peo-
ple wonder why I still do this. 
Is my band signed to a major la-
bel? No. But the experience I am having 
traveling, meeting new people and get-
ting inspiration from some of today’s 
former independent struggling art-
ists keeps me and many others on the 
path to make our childhood dreams a 
reality.
Andrew Forgy is a Spartan Daily staff 
writer. 
Feeling Depressed?
Classes leaving you Stressed?
Looking for Advice?
Ask Melissa
A beacon in the social fog
dropping a request in a Spartan Daily suggestions box
emailing directly at spartandaily@gmail.com
    with the subject Ask Melissa
your Anonymity is respected and encouraged!
Let Melissa know by 
... you are as 








as if you 
were a street 
criminal






























LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters to the editor may be placed in the letters to 
the editor box in the Spartan Daily office in Dwight Bentel 
Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to (408) 924-3282, emailed 
to spartandaily@gmail.com or written to the Spartan 
Daily Opinion Editor, 1 Washington Square, San Jose, CA 
95192-0149.



















































Letters to the editor must contain the author’s name, 
address, phone number, signature and major. Letters 
become property of the Spartan Daily and may be edited 
for clarity, grammar, libel and length. Only letters of 300 
words or less will be considered for publication.
Published opinions and advertisements do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Spartan Daily, the 
School of Journalism and Mass Communication or SJSU. 
The Spartan Daily is a public forum.
SPARTAN DAILY STAFF
Fall 2013
NEWSPage 6 | Spartan Daily Tuesday, September 24, 2013
The following items are selected from the University Police 
Department daily crime log. Times shown are when the incidents 
were reported to police.
SJSU Crime Log
9/16 - 9/21






A report of a bicycle theft was made to police.
Spartan Complex
A report of a bicycle theft was made to police.
Hugh Gillis Hall
A person was issued a citation for lodging outside the
building. 
Dudley Moorhead Hall
A report of a bicycle theft was made to police.
East San Antonio Street
Police officers stopped three people who were smoking 
marijuana. No arrests were made but a report was sent to the 
probation office regarding one person.
King Library









Volunteers across the 
globe scoured beaches and 
inland waterways for trash 
Saturday in a last defense ef-
fort to stop debris from en-
tering the ocean, according 
to Annual Coastal Cleanup
organizers.
The cleanup has been held 
for 29 years and has been grow-
ing in numbers of volunteers 
each year, said George Leonard, 
director of strategic initiatives 
for the Ocean Conservancy, a 
Washington D.C.-based non-
profit.
“There are over 100 coun-
tries participating,” Leonard 
said. “It’s impressive that there 
are people committed all over 
the world.”
While meeting up with vol-
unteers in Santa Cruz, he said 
California has the most clean-
up sites, spanning all along the 
coast and through rivers and 
creeks. 
“That continues to show 
that they’re (Calif.) a leader in 
environmental protection,” 
Leonard said.
Leonard said 500,000 
volunteers were expected 
to participate worldwide 
in the cleanup and that the 
data returned from cleanup 
sites will be presented in an 
Ocean Conservancy spring
report.
At Santa Cruz’s Cowell’s 
Beach, John Laird, state sec-
retary of natural resources, 
encouraged volunteers who 
convened on the drizzly 
shores for the three-hour
cleanup.
“There’s really four big is-
sues facing the coast — over-
fishing, acidification, adapta-
tion to rising sea levels and 
marine debris,” he said. “Ma-
rine debris affects the health of 
the ocean.”
He commended the vol-
unteers who arrived to “pro-
tect the oceans from marine
debris.”
Santa Cruz-based non-
profit, Save Our Shores, hosted 
the Cowell’s cleanup site, and 
83 other sites in Monterey and 
Santa Cruz counties, accord-
ing to Rachel Kippen, program 
manager.
“It’s the largest volunteer 
event on the planet and every 
year it’s expanding as far as 
locations (go),” Kippen said. 
“We’re cleaning neighbor-
hoods, rivers, the beach — we’re 
cleaning everything.”
She said that the data 
they collect, by counting and
categorizing each piece 
of trash, could help influ-
ence environmental policy
changes.
“But I say our biggest goal 
is behavior change,” Kip-
pen said. “As people come out 
here and clean up, we hope 
they will understand the
importance.”
Save Our Shores reported 
that by the day’s end, 3,064 
volunteers picked up 17,147 
pounds of debris in two
counties.
Santa Clara County has not 
released its data, but in 2012 
volunteers recovered 34,803 
pounds of trash from inland 
waterways, according to the 
Creek Connection Actions 
Group.
Jacob Walsh, a Campbell 
resident, said he heard about 
the event through the Santa 
Clara Valley Water District.
He said that he and his 
son, who is part of Boy Scout 
pack 110, have been cleaning 
Penitencia Creek and thought 
a beach cleanup would be a nice 
change of pace.
“We’re here enjoying the 
weather and having fun help-
ing the environment,” Walsh 
said. “And we’re teaching the 
kids.”
Virginia Beatriz, who 
moved to California from Bra-
zil two months ago, said that 
the beaches in Santa Cruz are 
much cleaner than those in her 
native country.
“I think this is really 
beautiful,” she said. “The 
nature is really beautiful 
and we need to keep it that
way.”
Daniel Phillips, 11, and Elio 
Quan, 12, were both upset with 
litterers. 
“They would rather drop 
their trash on the beach 
than walk five yards to the 
can,” Phillips said. “It’s like 
the movie ‘Wall-E’ and we 
don’t want to turn out like
Wall-E.”
Quan suggested that people 
hold onto their garbage un-
til they are ready to leave the 
beach.
“I don’t think it’s a good 
thing that people just litter 
their trash and then we have to 
come out here to clean up and 
they don’t,” Quan said. “(Clean-
ing up the beach is) nice, but 
what will be the point of com-
ing here if it’s dirty?” 
A group of about 20 people 
protesting the Keystone Pipe-
line also met up alongside 
cleanup volunteers before they 
marched through town.
Terri Olsen, one of the dem-
onstrators, said that her group, 
350.org, was holding its own 
national event to bring atten-
tion to the massive oil pipe that 
could span from Canada to
Texas.
“Big oil is big,” Olsen 
said. “We just don’t want 
this (Keystone) pipeline in
America.”
Leonard said having 
the protesters and cleanup 
volunteers side by side was
fitting.
“Eighty percent of marine 
debris is made of plastic,” he 
said. “And plastic is made of 
oil.”
Leeta-Rose Ballester is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.
Volunteers shocked
by pounds of trash
Leeta-Rose Ballester | Spartan Daily
Bruce Larson combs through the sand looking for the 
smallest pieces of plastic debris he can find.
ENVIRONMENT
Spartan Pride Thursday is ...
FROM PAGE 1
“Spartan Pride Thursday is 
unpredictable.” 
Bryan Blade, Senior, Kinesiology
“Spartan Pride Thursday is
a new concept to me.” 
Ngan-Ha Nghien, Freshman, Biology
“Spartan Pride Thursday is 
pretty cool.”
Luis Liang, Junior, Computer Engineering
CAMPUS
VOICES
by Allison Williams
@all3ybobally
